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Episode 1: Is there a God? 
 

Introduction: 

 man should not ask what the meaning of his life is, but rather he must 
recognize that it is he who is asked. In a word, each man is questioned by life; and he 
can only answer to life by answering for his own  
      Viktor Frankl,  Search for Meaning 
 

Are we alone in a meaningless and purposeless universe or is there a higher power out 

there? The question of whether God exists has been hotly debated in our culture and 

provoked a myriad of responses ranging from skepticism to faithful belief. Where do 

you fit into this mix? Wherever you are on your journey, our hope is that you use this 

opportunity to dig deeper into these significant issues.  

 

 Group Leader: Do you prefer to stop for discussion during the   

 episode breaks? 
 

a) Watch from the beginning to 8:40 and discuss questions 1 and 2. 

b) Watch from 8:40 to 24:23 and discuss questions 3 to 5. 

c) Watch from 24:23 to 34:55 and discuss questions 6 and 7. 

d) Watch from 34:55 to the end and discuss question 8. 

 

 

 

Adding Wood to the Fire: Discussion Questions 

1. Does religion provide simplistic answers to  questions? Is Peter  

characterization of religious faith as offering -  explanations accurate? 

Why or why not? 

2. Are all human beings inherently religious? Do you agree or disagree with the 

sentiment that faith is an innate  of the  common to all human 

beings? Why? 

3. Is it necessary to have absolute proof for  existence? Is it possible to have 

absolute proof of  existence? Some philosophers suggest that belief in God 
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resurrection is a sign of future relief and restoration. Does this defining claim of 

Christianity demonstrate that God can be trusted in the midst of evil and suffering? 

 
Burning Embers: Personal Reflection 
 
As we have seen throughout this episode, there are two dimensions to the question of 

how we reconcile the goodness of God with the reality of evil and suffering. The first is 

the intellectually complex philosophical question of how to make sense of seemingly 

irreconcilable options the existence of a loving, all-powerful God and the reality of 

evil. The second is the intensely personal question of how to face suffering while still 

trusting in God? For many of us, it is this second question that really defines our 

struggle to reconcile the goodness of God with the reality of evil.  

 

During the week, reflect on whether your worldview has helped you make sense of your 

suffering and provided comfort in the midst of pain. How has your worldview brought 

you comfort? In what ways can you share that comfort with those who are hurting 

around you? 

 
 
Stoking the Flame: Resources  
 
Books: 
 
Keller, Timothy. Walking with God Through Pain and Suffering. New York: Penguin  
 Group, 2013. 
 
Lewis, C.S. The Problem of Pain. New York, NY: HarperOne, 2009. 

 

Lewis, C.S. A Grief Observed. New York, NY: HarperOne, 2009. 

 

Plantinga, Alvin. God, Freedom, and Evil. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans 

Publishing, 1977. 

 

Stackhouse, John G.  Can God be Trusted? Faith and the Challenge of Evil.  2nd 

Edition. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books, 2009.  

 

Williams, Sarah. Shaming the Strong: The Challenge of an Unborn Life. Vancouver, BC: 

 Regent Publishing, 2007. 

 

Wolterstorff, Nicholas. Lament for a Son. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing,  

 2001. 
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Art icles: 
 

 Can I Believe in God When  So Much  by Michael Ramsden: 

http://www.bethinking.org/would-a-good-god-allow-suffering/how-can-i-believe-in-god-

when-theres-so-much-suffering 
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important or controversial matters while still affirming your commitment to the truth of 

your religious convictions? 

 

This week, imagine you are having a conversation with a co-worker concerning a 

recent headline in the news. Towards the end of the conversation your co-worker 

makes an off-hand remark with which you deeply disagree. Can you think of different 

ways that you can share your different view point without disrespecting your co-

worker? Come prepared to share your ideas with the group next week. 

 
 

Stoking the Flame: Resources  

 
Books: 
 
Newbigin, Leslie. The Gospel in a Pluralist Society. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 
1989. 
 
Plantinga, Alvin. Warranted Christian Belief. New York: Oxford University Press, 2000. 
 
Qureshi, Nabeel. Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus: A Devout Muslim Encounters   
 Christianity. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2014. 
 
Stackhouse, John. Humble Apologetics. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002. 

 
Articles: 
 
Don t All Religions Lead to God? by Amy Orr-Ewing: 

http://www.bethinking.org/is-christianity-the-only-way/dont-all-religions-lead-to-god 
 
Religious Pluralism by Alister McGrath: 

http://www.bethinking.org/truth/religious-pluralism  
 

Videos: 
 
Vinoth Ramachandra and Diana Eck speaking at the Veritas Forum on the topic Why 

Tolerance is not enough : 

http://www.veritas.org/talks/why-tolerance-not-enough/?ccm_paging_p=3 

 

Tim Keller speaking on Absolutism: Don t We All to Find Truth for Ourselves?  (Audio 

only): 

http://www.bethinking.org/truth/absolutism-dont-we-all-have-to-find-truth-for-ourselves 
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Stoking the Flame: Resources  
 
Books: 
 
Baggett, David. Ed. Did the Resurrection Happen?: A Conversation with Gary   

 Habermas and Antony Flew. Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2009. 

 

Dickson, John, A  Guide to Jesus: An Introduction to the Man from   

 Nazareth. Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2008 

 

Stott, John. The Cross of Christ. Leicester, UK: IVP, 1986. 

 

Wright, N.T. The Challenge of Jesus: Rediscovering Who Jesus Was and Is. Downers  

 Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 1999. 

Articles: 

 
 Divinity of  by Alister McGrath: 

http://www.bethinking.org/jesus/the-divinity-of-christ 

 

 Jesus We Never  by Douglas Groothius from 

http://www.bethinking.org/jesus/the-jesus-we-never-knew 

 

Videos: 
 

Mary Jo Sharp speaking on the topic  and Pagan : 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zb4cMs52-vk 

 

Dr. Craig Evans debating Dr. Bart Ehrman on  the New Testament misquote 

: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-FkRZgABquk 

 

Dr. Richard Bauckham speaking on  Gospels as Historical :  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSwu-kiMSp8 

 

William Lane Craig speaking at Yale University on the topic  Jesus Rise from the 

: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_NAOc6ctw1s 
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